Background: The Filtered Back-Projection (FBP) algorithm is the most important technique for computerized tomographic (CT) imaging, in which the ramp filter plays a key role. FBP algorithm had been derived using the continuous system model. However, it has to be discretized in practical applications, which necessarily produces distortion in the reconstructed images. Methods: A novel scheme is proposed to design the filters to substitute the standard ramp filter to improve the reconstruction performance for parallel beam tomography. The design scheme is presented under the discrete image model and discrete projection environment. The designs are achieved by constrained optimization procedures. The designed filter can be regarded as the optimal filter for the corresponding parameters in some ways. Results: Some filters under given parameters (such as image size and scanning angles) have been designed. The performance evaluation of CT reconstruction shows that the designed filters are better than the ramp filter in term of some general criteria. Conclusions: The 2-D or 3-D FBP algorithms for fan beam tomography used in most CT systems, are obtained by modifying the FBP algorithm for parallel beam tomography. Therefore, the designed filters can be used for fan beam tomography and have potential applications in practical CT systems.
http://www.biomedical-engineering-online.com/content/12/1/50 projection line and the origin is t; δ(·) denotes the Dirac delta function or the impulse function; x cos θ + y sin θ − t represents a projection line of X-rays, as shown in Figure 1 .
The reconstruction procedure is very important for CT imaging. The properties of the final reconstructed image heavily depends upon the reconstruction algorithm used. Many algorithms have been proposed. They can be roughly divided into three categories: 1) analytical schemes, 2) algebraic reconstruction technique (ART) and 3) statistical iterative reconstruction (SIR) schemes. Some of the ART and SIR algorithms have become hot topics in CT reconstruction research, however, these categories suffer from their heavy calculation burden, poor convergence speed and other drawbacks [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] . For example, the SIR algorithms lack an efficient stop criterion, and ART algorithms are sensitive to noise in the projection data. Both categories of algorithms can only been used in a few special fields. The analytical schemes are much simpler and faster. Of these FBP algorithm is the most important one [1, [8] [9] [10] [11] . FBP algorithm and its modified versions for 2-D and 3-D projection reconstruction, such as FDK (Feldkamp-Davis-Kress) algorithm, have been used in almost all the fields of straight ray tomography, such as X-ray CT and PET (Positron Emission Tomography) [12] [13] [14] . The projections can be classified into two types: parallel and fan beam projection. Since the FBP algorithm for fan beam tomography is usually obtained by modifying that for parallel beam tomography, only the latter is studied in this paper. wheref (x, y) denotes the reconstructed image; t = x cos θ + y sin θ; |ω| is known as "ramp" filter in the frequency domain. It is well-known thatf (x, y) will be identical with f (x, y) almost everywhere according to the properties of FT and IFT.
In practice, the projection data and reconstructed images have to be discretized to record, calculate and display. For the discrete projection data,
, the discrete Fourier transform (DFT) and inverse DFT (IDFT) are employed to approximate (continuous) FT and IFT, respectively. They are
where N is a positive even integer denotes the number of projection data; L is an even integer that is equal to or larger than the maximum number of the discrete projection data at all directions; x denotes the nearest integer of x; θ j , j ∈ [1, · · · , K], denote the discretized scanning angle, and K is the number of the scanning angles. The discretized ramp filter, | k L |, is named as the reconstruction filter in this paper. For the continuous systems, Radon and inverse Radon transforms are solid and perfect in the mathematics principle [8] [9] [10] . However, it necessarily produces non-negligible degradation when the projection data are discrete (finite) and Radon and inverse Radon transforms have to be discretized in calculation. Many scholars have studied this problem. In [15] , a multilevel back-projection method had been presented to improve the computational speed. The point-spread-function (PSF) convolution techniques had been proposed to reduce blurring. By those approaches the image quality was similar with or superior to that using the standard FBP technique. In [16] , the spline interpolation and ramp filtering had been combined to improve the standard FBP algorithm, by which the image quality could also be improved somewhat.
The question can be summarized as how to reduce the degradation caused by the discretizing process. Since the degradation cannot be removed completely, the question can also be simplified as how to design the optimal reconstruction filter for the discrete inverse Radon transform. In this paper, we try to solve this question in a quite different way. First, the discrete image model and discrete projection model are employed in simulating the scanning procedure. The DFT of projection data is regarded as a special http://www.biomedical-engineering-online.com/content/12/1/50 2-D DFT of the original image using non-uniform frequency sampling. Then, the reconstructed image is regarded as a convolution of the original image and a particular kernel. The kernel is constructed by 2-D DFT, IDFT and the reconstruction filter to be designed. If the kernel become a 2-D Dirac delta function, the reconstructed image will be identical with the original image. So, the optimal reconstruction filter can be obtained by an optimization procedure that make the kernel approach the 2-D Dirac delta function as near as possible.
In order to make the idea behind the design scheme clear, a similar question for 1-D signal is proposed at first, and then it is extended to 2-D situations to solve the corresponding question in CT reconstruction.
Methods
The reconstruction filter for 1-D signal
where N is the length of the signal. A special form of DFT is defined as following
where θ k denote N angles on the region [0, 2π] correspond to N frequency samples. Similarly, the IDFT is defined as followinĝ
wherex(n) denotes the reconstructed signal.
and (4) become the standard DFT and IDFT, respectively. It is well-known the original signal x(n) can be perfectly reconstructed when it is transformed into the frequency domain and then transformed back using the standard DFT and IDFT. That iŝ
However, it may happen θ k = 2kπ N in some special situations, i.e., the frequency samples do not distribute uniformly in the frequency region [0, 2π] . When θ k = 2kπ N , the original signal cannot be reconstructed exactly. That is say, the nonuniformity of frequency sampling will produce distortion in the reconstructed signal. A simple example is presented to show what will happen when the frequency samples are non-uniform. Suppose the original signal is x = n, n ∈ [0, 1, · · · , 15], which is plotted in Figure 2 (a). It is transformed into the frequency domain and then transformed into the time domain using the frequency 15] . The reconstructed signal is plotted in Figure 2 (b), which is quite different from the original signal.
Generally, the original signal can still be reconstructed exactly from X(k) even in such a situation according to mathematics analysis. However, it may bring in heavy computational burden. For example, it may involve the calculation of the inverse or Moore-Penrose http://www.biomedical-engineering-online.com/content/12/1/50 pseudo inverse of a large matrix. In order to avoid such a problem, we propose an alternative approach. At first, the reconstructed signal is expressed as followinĝ
where
. The reconstructed signal can further be expressed as the periodic (or circular) convolution of h and x,
where denotes the periodic convolution operator;
, which is referred to as the convolution kernel.
From (5) 
In order to improve reconstruction performance and avoid heavy calculation burden, an additional digital filter F(k) is inserted between DFT and IDFT, which is shown in (6), if h(l) = δ(l), the aliasing distortion will be produced. The more h(l) is far from δ(l), the more aliasing distortion will be produced. F(k) acts as a correction term to make h(l) approach δ(l) as near as possible. However, the residual difference between h(l) and δ(l) not only depends on F(·) but also depends on the original kernel 1 N N−1 k=0 e iθ k l . Generally, the difference can be reduced and cannot be removed. The farther the original kernel is different from δ(l), the more residual difference between h(l) and δ(l) may remain.
Obviously, the convolution kernel may be a complex number. In order to keepx(n) always as a real number, only the real part of
, is retained in reconstructing the signal. The simplification can also reduce the calculation burden in the design F(k). Since it is unknown and may be very complicated, F(k) has to be expressed in the approximation models, such as Taylor series expansion,
where S is the degree of Taylor series; a n denotes the coefficient to be estimated. The coefficient estimation has been achieved by a constrained optimization procedure in this paper. The requirement h r (0) = 1 has been selected as the constrained condition, and l =0 h 2 r (l) has been selected as the objective function. The constrained optimization problem becomes min
For the example in Figure 2 , select S = 18. The fmincon function in Optimization Toolbox of Matlab is employed in optimizing the nonlinear multivariable objective function (8) . The results of optimization procedure, i.e. the coefficients of Taylor series (7) is shown Table 1 . In the example, by inserting F(k), h r (l) is very near δ(l), which is shown in Figure 4 (b). However, without F(k), h r (l) is quite different from δ(l), which is shown in Figure 4 (a). The objective function in (8) can also be employed as an evaluation criterion. The result k=0 cos(θ k l)) 2 = 0.2093. A much bigger value means the much more distortion will be brought into the reconstruction signal.
In this paper, F(k) is referred to as the reconstruction filter. It can improve the reconstruction performance significantly, which is illustrated by the same example above. The new reconstructed signal is plotted in Figure 2 (c), which is quite similar with the original signal.
The example illustrates the reconstruction performance can be improved by an additional digital filter designed properly. In the next section, a similar scheme is used in designing the reconstruction filter for CT reconstruction. even integer equals to or is larger than the maximum number of the discrete projection data at all directions. A special 2-D DFT of the image is defined as
can be approximately calculated using the following equation because of projection mechanism.
The reconstructed imagef (n, m) can be obtained by the 2-D IDFT of S(k, θ j ), which iŝ
By substituting (9) into (11), it resultŝ
Consider n, n , m, m
can be regarded as an element of a matrix H = {h(n − n , m − m )} n,n ,m,m . The matrix, H ∈ R (2N−1)×(2N−1) , is named as the reconstruction matrix in this paper. The reconstruction procedure (12) can be expressed as followinĝ 2 . Therefore, (9) and (11) form 2-D DFT and IDFT using the non-uniform frequency sampling, and the non-ignorable distortion will be brought into the reconstructed image. This problem is very similar with the 1-D example in the previous subsection. In order to reduce the distortion, an additional filter is necessary. It is similar with F(k) in Figure 3 , and is shown in Figure 5 . Further more, the idea behind the design of the additional filter for CT reconstruction is quite similar with that for 1-D signal reconstruction.
Similarly, the design has been achieved by a constrained optimization procedure. From (12) or (14), if h(n, m) = δ(n, m),f (n, m) = f (n, m). That is say, if H is a δ matrix (a matrix whose elements all are zeros except that the center element is one), the original image will be reconstructed exactly. It also means the more h(n, m) is close to δ(n, m), the morê f (n, m) is close to f (n, m). Therefore, F(k) should be designed to drive h(n, m) to approach δ(n, m) as near as possible. Since it is unknown and is perhaps very complicated, F(k) has to be expressed in the approximation models, such as (7) or Fourier series expansion as following
where M is the degree of Fourier series; a m and b m are the coefficients to be estimated. With the additional filter F(k), the element of reconstruction kernel or (13) becomes
Obviously, h(n, m) usually is a complex number. Similarly, only the real part of h(n, m), h r (n, m), is retained to ensuref (n, m) to be a real number. So, the Equation (13) has been simplified as following
In the design, the requirement h r (0, 0) = 1 (or
is selected as the constrained condition, and n =0,m =0 h 2 r (n, m) is selected as the objective function. The constrained optimization problem becomes min
Remark 2. From (16), it is obvious that F(k) depends on N (the image size) and θ j (the scanning angles). The images of same size with same scanning process will have a same optimal F(k), vice versa. Generally, F(k) can reduce the difference between h r (n, m) and δ(n, m), however, it cannot remove the difference completely.
Remark 3.
From (10), the projection and reconstruction model are relatively simple in this paper. There are many factors are not considered, such as the quantization error (the error that when a pixel is not at any projection line and has to be split between the two nearest projection lines) and projection noise. Even though for such a model, the optimization may be rather complicated and difficult. For example, the objective function is very complicated when the image size is large, and/or the number of projection angles is large. (15) is shown in Table 2 , in which M = 9.
Results

Example
The reconstruction filter can drive the reconstruction kernel h r (n, m) to be very close to δ(n, m), which can be illustrated in Figure 6 . In the Figure, the dot curve is the center row (0-th row, or h r (0, m)) of h r (n, m) using the reconstruction filter designed, while the dash curve is the corresponding row of h r (n, m) using the ramp filter |k/N|. The dashdot curve is the corresponding row without a filter, and the solid curve denotes the ideal curve δ(l). It shows the curve using the designed filter is closest to the ideal curve δ(l). , θ=[0 o ,3 o , · · ·, 177 o ] ).
Consider the symmetry of the reconstruction matrix, it implies the designed filter can make h r (n, m) be more close to δ(n, m) than the ramp filter.
A simulation example is employed to illustrate the availability of the reconstruction filter designed. The original image is of 256 × 256 pixels, head phantom, which is shown in Figure 7 (a). The projections are calculated using radon function in Matlab with the rotation angle interval 3 o . Since the noise in the projection data are usually modeled by the Poisson distribution [17, 18] , we suppose the projection data is polluted by Poisson noise whose mean is 5 (also the variance is 5, while the maximum of projection data is 66). It is then reconstructed using FBP algorithm with different reconstruction filters, which are shown in Figure 7 Three criteria, MSE (Mean Square Error ), UQI (Universal Quality Index) and MI (mutual information), are employed to assess the efficiency of the designed filter, which are defined as following [19] .
where f i k and f 0 k denote the pixels of the reconstructed image f i and reference image f 0 , respectively; M is the total number of pixels in the selected region. Since it is a simulation Figure 7 The original image and the reconstructed images using FBP algorithm with different reconstruction filters (N= 256, θ=[0 o , 3 o , · · ·, 177 o ]). (a) The original image, (b) using the ramp filter |k/N|, (c) using the designed filter. http://www.biomedical-engineering-online.com/content/12/1/50 example, the original image is known and selected as the reference image. UQI is defined as following
, wheref i and σ 2 i denote the image mean and variance, respectively; Cov{f i , f 0 } denote the covariance of the reconstructed image f i and reference image f 0 . The mean, variance and covariance are defined as the followinḡ
UQI measures the pixel-to-pixel similarity between the reconstructed f i and reference image f 0 . It was designed by modeling any image distortion as a combination of three factors: loss of correlation, luminance distortion, and contrast distortion. Its value ranges between 0 and 1. The closer to 1 the UQI value is, the more similar to the reference image the reconstructed image is.
When the reconstructed image and reference image are interpreted as "stochastic processes", MI is used for measuring their mutual dependence.
MI(
where p(f i k ) and p(f 0 k ) denote the marginal densities of f i and f 0 , respectively, which are calculated using the corresponding histograms; the joint density p(f i k , f 0 k ) is estimated from the joint histogram of f i and f 0 ; N denotes the number of bins in the histogram. UQI measures the pixel-to-pixel dependence of the reconstructed image on the reference image, MI measures the histogram correlation between them. MI can be highly sensitive to small differences between visually similar images.
The results for the example in the form of the three criteria are showed in Table 3 . The results illustrate the designed filters have better reconstruction performance than the standard ramp filter. (15) is listed in Table 4 . In another example, the size of image is N = 256 × 256, θ = [0 o , 1 o , · · · , 179 o ], the coefficients for F(k) in the form of (15) is listed in Table 5 . Two similar simulation examples are employed to illustrate the availability of the designed filters. They are the head phantom of sizes 128 × 128 and 256 × 256 pixels, respectively. The projections are calculated using radon function in Matlab with the rotation angle interval 4 o and 1 o , respectively. The image is reconstructed using FBP algorithm with different reconstruction filters. The results of performance evaluation in the form of MSE, UQI and MI are showed in Table 6 . The identical small regions of the original image and reconstructed images for the latter example are shown in Figure 8 . It shows the artifact has been reduced more efficiently using the designed filter at the interior of white circle and other regions. The results illustrate the designed filters have better performance than the ramp filter for CT reconstruction.
Summary: The simulation examples demonstrate that F(k) depends on the image size and the projection angles. The images of different sizes and/or with different projection angles usually have different optimal F(k), which makes the problem rather complicated. In order to simplify the expression of reconstruction filter, a much more simple way is to substitute the expression (15) by fitting the filters designed. It is a hyperbolic function as following
where a is a parameter selected in region [0. 5, 2] . For example, a = 1.65 for the Example 1, and a = 1 and a = 0.6 for the filters in Example 2, respectively. Generally, the more complicated model F(k) is of, the better properties it has. However, a very much complicated model F(k) means very much heavy burden of calculation, which may cause the optimal parameters even the valid parameters cannot be found. On the other hand, the difference between h r (n, m) and δ(n, m) can only be reduced and cannot be removed. So a moderate complicated model F(k), such as (7) with S = 18 and (15) with M = 9, is an appropriate choice.
Conclusion
For the continuous image model and scanning, FBP algorithm is perfect in the mathematics principle, in which the ramp filter |ω| (it is named as the reconstruction filter in this paper) plays an important role. However, it necessarily causes degradation in the reconstructed images when the continuous image model is discretized and the continuous scanning is substituted by the discrete (finite) scanning in the practical calculation. It means the standard discrete version of ramp filter, |k/N|, is not the optimal for the discrete FBP algorithm. In this paper, a novel scheme is proposed to design the new reconstruction filters to substitute the ramp filter. According to analysis, the reconstructed image can be regarded as the 2-D IDFT of 2-D DFT of the original image using non-uniform frequency sampling. It is also equivalent to a 2-D periodic convolution of the original image and a special 2-D kernel (it is named as the reconstruction matrix in this paper). The more the reconstruction matrix is close to a δ-matrix (a matrix whose elements all are zeros except the center element is one), the more the reconstructed image is close to the original image. Therefore, the reconstruction filters are designed to drive the reconstruction matrixes approach δ-matrix as near as possible. The designs are achieved by the constrained optimization procedures. Some simulation examples have been finished. The results demonstrate the filters designed can make the reconstruction matrixes more close to δ-matrix than the ramp filter. The performance evaluation of CT reconstruction also shows the designed filters have outstanding superiority over the ramp filter in the term of three general criteria, such as MSE, UQI and MI.
